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Our Club President’s Report

Trevor’s Comments for August 2020
Hello fellow lions.
This year, we will continue to safely serve our local community. Though we face many new challenges, we
will respond as we always have—with kindness, commitment and innovation. I believe that when we serve
together, we can achieve a greater good for all.
I am honoured to continue to serve another year as your Club President. It will be my great privilege to stand
together with you in service.
We hope to continue with the Children of Courage, Achievers’ Awards, Yurana Breakfast for Christmas,
Australian Citizenship Ceremony, Camp Duckadang as well as supporting our Australian Lions Projects
such as ALDAF, Lions Hearing Dogs etc.
We are now in the process of putting together our regular major Fund-Raiser , The Christmas Trailer Raffle.

One person can speak but together we ROAR.
Thank you,

Lion Trevor Collins Club President 2020/2021
…oOo…
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Official Visit to our Club by our District Governor – Lion Narelle Parkins
Tuesday 11 August.
Lion Narelle is an active member of Lions Clubs International; having joined as a Charter member of the
Lioness Club of Redlands in 1990.
Narelle has been club President four times and has held every other board position except Treasurer.
At District and Multiple District level Narelle has held positions of Zone Chair four times, Liaison for Lions
Medical Research Foundation and Personality Quest Chair for seven years and two years with the Lions Youth
Exchange program.
She was a director for five years with the Lions Medical Research Foundation and is currently Company
Secretary on a voluntary basis. She is also employed with the same Foundation as Executive Manager.
Narelle is now the new kid on the block, having recently been installed as District Governor for 201 Q1.
History:
While serving with the Lions Club Redland Bay/Victoria Point many projects were instigated by her, such
as “Adopt a Nursing Home”, “Adopt a Grandparent”, swimming lessons for underprivileged children, and
an annual Baby Show. While serving as President of Redland Bay/Victoria Point she worked with the
Police Citizens Youth Club and raised enough money to purchase a Mobile Activity Centre (MAC). This
was a fully equipped van complete with mobile phones and electronic devices and manned by the police. At
night it was relocated to areas where street kids hang out. Narelle’s theory was that if just one kid was
encouraged enough to ring home to let Mum and Dad know they are okay, then she and her club members
have achieved what they set out to do.
In her private life she enjoys reading, writing, travelling and trying to learn Italian.
In 2013 she fulfilled an ambition by trekking through Europe solo and lived in a remote village in the north
of Italy for four months and has written a book.
She is widowed but has a strong family relationship with her four daughters along with her sons in law, five
grandsons, one granddaughter, one great granddaughter and never a dull moment.

Do you read the District Newsletter each month?
It’s a great read that keeps you up to date with happenings in our District 201Q1.
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BIRTHDAYS

August Celebration Dates

1st Peter Massey
12th David Raven

August is the last month of winter in much of Australia, and the middle of the dry season in the tropical north.
Temperatures make a slow increase from the lows of July, but conditions are generally good in most places for
all sorts of activities.

CLUB WEBSITE : Our Club secretary, Lion Chris
Richardson, spends a lot of time maintaining our
Club Web Site as well as our Facebook. Please
visit these sites on a regular basis to keep up to date
with Club Activities.
www.rochedalespringwood.qld.lions.org.au
We are now on Facebook so check us out and “like” us if
you can.

http://www.facebook.com/RochedaleSpringwoodLionsClub

Club meetings The Meadowbrook Golf Club functions area is open for our next Dinner Meeting on 11 August.
MEMBERSHIP: Information POSTERS are now available for distribution. (Tear-off contact information)
Having contributed significantly to national disaster appeals it was considered that we should look now
within our local community.
Cake sales are expected to be down this year and there is concern over the initial quantity that we order in
October, particularly as the manufacturer changes next year. The Chemist at Arndale has confirmed he will
take cakes again. The minimum order is only 3 cartons and delivery can be within 10 days so we can play
this by ear. The café in Arndale is still taking our mini cakes for sale.
Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF)
The Lions Australia Fund for LCIF will support LCIF projects in Australia. Private donations from Lions
and the public are tax deductible within Australia.* Up-to-date features allow for easy navigation to stories,
grants, programs, foundation cause landing pages, resources, contacting us, and donations.
Take a look at this website as a resource which will assist in leading Campaign 100: LCIF Empowering
Service to even greater success. Campaign 100 will help Lions of Australia increase impact and expand our
reach through Lions’ global causes. Take a moment to familiarize yourself with the information
on www.lcif.org.au
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Got something to share...a handy tip?
A special event coming up?
Share a piece of history from our club?
A funny photo from a club event?
Even a funny joke?
Then I’d love to hear from you!
Email your submissions to greg.nothling@gmail.com.
Lion Greg Nothling, Editor , The Roaring Post
LIONS SERVE : Our MISSION is TO EMPOWER volunteers to serve their communities, meet
humanitarian needs, encourage peace and promote international understanding through Lions clubs.
Though Lions are well known for successful initiatives in vision health, Lions service is as diverse as our
members. Lions volunteer for many different kinds of projects - caring for the environment, feeding the
hungry and aiding seniors and the disabled.
We have recently purchased 2 x 60 Lt ice boxes from Bunnings for LECNA at a total cost of $256 to use for
transporting foodstuff. Six Lions logo decals have been purchased, some of which will be attached to these
ice boxes in recognition of our donation.

DATES TO REMEMBER:
11th August : Lions Dinner Meeting Friday
14th August: Ekka Public Holiday
Tues 25th August : Board Meeting
Friday 28th August: Daffodil Day
Saturday 6th Sept : Fathers’ Day
Tuesday 8th Sept. Lions Dinner Meeting
11-13 September ANZI Forum – Perth (Cancelled due to the COVID-19 Pandemic)
District 201Q1 Convention 6-8th November @ Sunpac Theatre. (Lions Club of Brisbane Chinese)
SunPAC is Brisbane Southside’s very own Sunnybank Performing Arts & Cultural Centre. SunPAC boasts a
300-seated multi purpose theatre with a rehearsal room, green room, dressing rooms, large foyer space and
cafe. The cultural centre provides a cultural community hub with performing arts and entertainment to the
people of Sunnybank and the surrounding communities.
NOTE: District Governor, Narelle Parkin, will attend our 11th August dinner meeting as her teams’ official
club visit for this year. Zone chairman, Julie Holden, has requested our dinner meeting on the 13th October
for her official club visit

SPOTLIGHT ON THE IMAGE OF A LION: Remember that our Newsletter theme is
again N.O.W. If you have not asked someone to become a Lion, the best time to do that is
N.O.W. Don’t wait! Now is the best time. Just ask. . .there is No Other Way.
Asking someone to become a Lion means that you have to talk with the person about
Lions, give them a bit of Lions History, a sense of what Lions are all about, some examples
of how Lions impact on people’s lives on the local and international levels, and some sense of what Lions
means to you and how Lions Club membership has impacted on your life.
Our newest member is Dr Jim Chalmers MP. We look forward to his official induction into our club
shortly.. James Edward Chalmers is an Australian politician who has served as Shadow Treasurer since
2019. He has been a member of the House of Representatives since 2013, representing the Division of
Rankin in Queensland for the Australian Labor Party.
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Club Secretary, Lion Chris reported that transfer of records and
documents into the Lions Australia Microsoft Office 365 system is
completed. Members with records that should be kept in
perpetuity for the club should be sent to him to upload into the
system.
An offer has been received through Lions Australia from Tyro to provide an EFTPOS machine
without rental fees and it is recommended that this be taken up in lieu of the ‘Square’ device and phone option
approved at last month’s board meeting. Tyro is Lions Clubs’ preferred EFTPOS provider.
Investigations are under way re the suitability of donating soft toys to the Logan Police to be used in
comforting distressed children..

A Message from the Lions of Montreal:
“We’re excited for our Lions from around the world to experience LCICon 2021 in beautiful Montréal, 25-29
June! You can register for the 2021 international convention now at the registration website.”1.

Q. Will there be International Airlines operational by then?
Office Fire Update:
“Dear Lions As you may be aware, the Lions National Office has been affected by a fire on Monday
evening, 27 July 2020. The fire started in an adjacent building that spread to the National Office. We are
very appreciative of the Newcastle Fire Brigades with over 10 units in attendance, preventing the total loss
of our building. At this stage, the rear of the building including the Boardroom, kitchen and bathrooms will
need extensive repair and rebuilding with the remainder requiring cleaning and restitution due to smoke
damage. With the excellent support of our insurance underwriters, the insurance assessors have already been
on site and cleaning of premises has commenced today. We have decided to relocate the office for the 3
months that will be required for completion of works and at the time of writing we are searching for an
alternative location.”
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IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR SOMETHING DIFFERENT IN THESE TROUBLED
TIMES THEN TRY “SPIRITS OF THE RED SAND”
Experience the world¹s oldest culture at Spirits of the Red Sand, Australia’s newest and most interactive
Aboriginal Live Theatre Show and Dinner Experience. Journey from Dreamtime to Australia of the 1800s as
all your senses are engaged.
Located halfway between Gold Coast and Brisbane, this 2.5 hour live 'roving' theatre experience combines
powerful story-telling, songs, dance and chants and for the audience, a sense of being part of the action.
Led by a storyteller through chapters of a true moving story about three Aboriginal brothers, you'll witness
history come alive all around you as you move through unique sets within a 19th Century Australian village.
You will find yourself in a church, an Aboriginal village, even outside a jail.

EDITOR
In the following issues of The Roaring Post I would like to devote the last page to Get to Know our
Members where each member is asked to write a brief profile of themselves. This month we feature our
intrepid Club Secretary.

Chris Richardson – a Profile:
Born & raised in the Eastern Suburbs of Sydney my Parents were told when I was born I was somewhat
under-weight and doctors advised them to
feed me up, and so I have been somewhat
over weight ever since

Went to Randwick Technical High School but
I was not much of a student and spent too much
time with my swimming activities. Had a go
at the annual school swimming carnival at the
end of 1st year of high school and did
reasonably well.
So I enrolled with a
swimming coach as my major sport. Always
said that I was like a turtle – OK in the water
but very slow on land.
Became school
swimming champion each year thereafter and
also competed in the school’s water polo team
– which won the Combined High Schools championship in my final year of high school.
joined the Clovelly Surf Life Saving Club where I competed in R & R plus belt and surf races. As a still
water trained swimmer I did OK in smooth seas but did not have the Surf skills of many others for big seas.
Did manage to qualify in the teams event (4 in a team) for the NSW State Titles and then the national titles in
Adelaide in 1962 Played water polo with the surf club in 1st grade for a few years and was selected in a state
training squad for the upcoming Olympic Games – but the standard was beyond my level.

Always wanted to do some sort of engineering but did not qualify to go to university, so my dad said that,
whatever vocation you take on a basic understanding of accounting is an asset, so I joined a firm of
Chartered Accountants in Sydney as an office boy and went to night school to learn basic bookkeeping. In
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those days the Institute of chartered Accountants ran their own examinations so a university degree was not
required. I managed to qualify as a Chartered Accountant in 1971. Most of my work then was auditing
with some tax work and accounting assistance. Did a bit of travelling with them as I had clients building
the township in Gove and a timber mill near Port Macquarie.
During this time one of my work mates asked me to navigate for him in a car rally, which I found very
interesting so spent a few years doing this at club level and a few rounds of the state championships. Had
always been interested in motor sport – my dad ran service stations so we used to get 16mm movies of all
the F1 races from the oil companies and I used to hang out with some guys that ran sports racing cars.
Joined one car club and did an advanced driving course with Peter Wherrett, who was in the process of
forming a car club based on the students who completed his course. I become foundation competition
director of this club. Owning a Volvo I was also in the Volvo Owners car club – so three clubs at one time.
Did compete in many different events at car club level in my Volvo – not always successfully
Through these motor sport connections, I became part of a group that took on the licence for the disused
Catalina Park motor racing circuit in Katoomba NSW, which we converted into a rallycross circuit for live
television. Many interesting times there and we also used the full circuit for go kart racing.
The accounting firm I worked for (now KPMG) was expanding into the South Pacific Islands and in 1972 I
went to Lautoka in Fiji for 2 years to establish an office from scratch as they were in the process of taking
over an existing practise in Suva that had some clients on the western side of the main island. These
included the Fiji Sugar Corporation and Fiji Electricity Authority plus the contractors building the Suva –
Nadi highway where I spent a lot of time living and working in the construction camp. I was working with
cost engineers there and found this much more interesting than the work I had been doing. Another client
was the consortium building the Denarau Beach Resort complex near Nadi – who offered me a job at the
end of my 2year tenure. So I changed from Chartered to Commercial accounting with a new work permit
and returned to Fiji.
Worked on the initial infrastructure and the construction of the overall project and then operations of the
first hotel – the Regent of Fiji – now known as the Westin Denarau- where I returned recently to spent my
70th birthday with my son. Seven years in all with this project with many experiences including cyclones.
Finally worked with Wardley merchant bank to refinance the project borrowings. Decided it was time to
come back to Australia in 1981 as I could see that the future was in computerised systems. Fortunately,
Wardley was opening a new office in Brisbane
So, came to Brisbane as Administration Manager for Wardley. Got to learn about and work with
computerised systems and went through a lot of expansion and three office moves. Worked on a number of
finance projects including Gold Coast property, funding of the Townsville casino and the float of The Sea
World Property Trust
The state manager for Wardley left to go and work at Pivot Group limited, owned by Peter Laurance, who
had bought Sea World from Keith Williams and was about to embark on a major extension of Sea World
and build the Sea World Nara Resort Hotel with the $60 million raised in the float of the Sea World Property
Trust. I was poached from Wardley to be Financial Controller at Pivot Group responsible for its property
developments and especially the development of Sea World and the hotel. Sea World also had a 1/3 interest
in the development of Movie World that I had some input into from an accounting point of view Later I
was transferred to the Sea World park, commuting each day from Springwood. Sea World and Movie
World were later sold by the banks to a Warner Bros./ Village Roadshow Joint venture.
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In late 1994 I was asked by Warner Bros. to go to the Movie World development in Germany for 3 - 6
months to set up the construction accounting. ” Germany was a very different experience. I was
ultimately asked to stay on and develop and install all accounting; warehousing; ticketing and point of sale
systems. We employed a couple of programmers who linked all systems into an executive information
system, which was what we now know as data warehousing. Resigned from Warner’s in 1997 and returned
to Australia – unemployed
Now one of the projects I had accounting
responsibility at Pivot Group for was
Daydream Island (the old one) which had
been bought by them and entered into a joint
venture with AV Jennings to redevelop. That
partnership did not last due to design
differences and Pivot sold out and Jennings
completed it on their own – at a cost of some
$135
million.
It was later bought by Village Roadshow for $13 million, and was to be
overseen by the manager at Sea World Nara, who I had worked closely
with. He asked me to go up to Daydream for 6 months as Financial
Controller while refurbishments were taking place. I ended up on
Daydream for 6 years, going through 2 subsequent changes of owners; the
Y2K fiasco and major reconstruction of the resort. After that took on a 6
months contract at Jupiters on the Gold Coast to set up a costing system
for their new $8 million production kitchen – which extended into setting
up a new assets register and project managing the change of bankers,
including the installation of over 140 EFTPOS terminals – so 3 years in
all. Finally retired from full time work in 2012 to undergo prostate
cancer surgery
I love Cruising and have done quite a number of cruises with Princess
Cruises, the most memorable of which was an around the world cruise in
2016 – 106 days on a ship and loved it! Had the chance to meet up with
my son in New York on this cruise and here with him overlooking the city from the Rockefeller Centre.

QUIZ: Who was the driver of this
vehicle?
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