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The Newsletter of the Rochedale Springwood Lions Club Inc.
Volume 45: Issue 8: February Edition
Tuesday, 31 January 2017
WELCOME
The Dinner Meeting on 14 February: Saint Valentine's Day, also known as Valentine's

Day, is observed on 14 February each year. It is celebrated in many countries around
the world. St. Valentine's Day began as a liturgical celebration of one or more early
Christian saints named Valentinus. Very few facts are known about St. Valentine. He
was a priest in Rome who was martyred about AD 269 and buried on the Via
Flaminia (the road leading from Rome over the Apennine Mountains). The most
popular martyrology states that he was a priest near Rome in about the year 270 AD, a
time when the church was enduring great persecution. His ministry was to help the
Christians to escape this persecution and to provide them the sacraments, such as
marriage. The Roman Emperor Claudius II supposedly forbade marriages of soldiers
to grow his army, believing that married men did not make for good soldiers.
Contemporary Valentine's Day is connected mainly with romantic love. The modern
Valentine's Day customs developed in early modern England and spread in the 19th
century. The customs include sending cards, flowers, chocolates to one's beloved.
Paper Valentine cards became so popular in England in the early 19th century that
they were assembled in factories.

Newsletter Editor: Lion Greg Nothling
I'm a human safety net
I double-check the facts and vet
assertions before they are set in type.
I can provide punctuation
appropriate for publication
make the capitalization right.
I am there to fix your grammar
when you thought it wouldn't matter
cut all your extraneous blather down.

MEMORIES:
When we were kids we used to roll down hills inside tyres.
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Trevor’s Comments for February 2017
We are now back into the swing of things, having had our first board
meeting for 2017 as well as the first activity for the year – The Australia
Day Citizenship Ceremony.
I wish to thank all members and partners for their time and commitment
that they put into the Australia Day Citizenship Ceremony. All who were
there appreciated the effort that was put into the morning tea and there
was very little leftover. The ceremony ran well and many of those
receiving citizenship commented on how grateful they were to attend a
very friendly and community minded occasion.
Our Club Youth of the Year is now underway with David putting all the
finishing touches together. The Public Speaking part is on Sunday 5
March at YURANA. This will be an Afternoon Tea. Please see if you can
get some friends together to come and see how these students tackle the
competition. It is indeed a great afternoon.
I would like to remind all members again that a new
Board will be necessary for the 2017/2018 Lions year,
and I would suggest again that members consider taking
on the roles that are required as this is the only way our
club can progress. Nominations Night will be Tuesday
11th April.
.

Trevor Collins, Club President


February Celebration Dates
FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES:

14th: Trevor & Donna Collins

BIRTHDAYS:

2nd: Trevor Collins
3rd: Gayle Reardon
7th: Brooke & Codey Collins

CLUB DINNER MEETINGS
Tuesday 14 February – Springwood Towers
(The Bistro):
28th February: Board Meeting. Some come
earlier and have supper prior to the Meeting.
Members are encouraged to get into the spirit
of things and try to assist the Tailtwister and come
up with ideas and prizes for our FREE
COMPETITION. All for the fun of it. We can’t
take our meetings too seriously you know!
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CLUB BOARD MEETINGS: 28 February @ the Springwood Towers

The three Vice Presidents supervise a variety of Committees and at the Board
Meeting they report their decisions and the Board after due consideration will accept
or reject the recommendations.
Administration Committee Constitution & By-Laws, Finance, Public Relations,
Meetings, Socials, Speakers, Citizenship Ceremony
1st VP: Lion Lance Roberts
Community Care Committee Youth of the Year, Achievers Trophy, Peace Poster,
Santa Letters, Child Mobility, Sight Projects, Hearing Action, Funds Distribution
2nd VP: Lion Maree Ramsay
Fund Raising Committee Trailer Raffle, Cakes, Sizzles,
3rd VP: Lion Nick Hegerty
TRAINING SESSIONS WITH LIONS HEARING DOG BANJO:
Banjo's training Roster now complete:23rd Andrew (~~8:30am)
25th Harold 9~~ 4:00 or 4:30pm)
27th cancelled (Hospital appt)

30th Greg (~~8:30am)

31st Harold (~~8:30am)

2nd Harold (~~8:30am)

Darren has confirmed his scheduled arrival on Sunday 5th Feb. to assess Banjo.
This will be Banjo’s "final" assessment. Lion Peter would like to particularly thank,
(but not limited to) those who assisted in January this Year. Here's hoping Banjo
"passes" !
Peter and Banjo would like to express their appreciation for all the help they have
and are receiving from Lions Members
Peter Massey & LHD Banjo

YOUTH OF THE YEAR QUEST: Sunday 5 March 2017
Venue: Youth of the Year @ YURANA Community Hall Dennis Road
SPRINGWOOD.

We have invited students from Rochedale and Springwood High Schools, Redeemer,
John Paul College and Macgregor State High. Interviews with the judges will be
held in private at YURANA on Sunday morning 5th March. That afternoon will be
devoted solely to the Public Speaking segment. Afternoon Tea will be served.
 Regional 3 Final Saturday 11th March, 2017 - Host Club ???
 District Final Saturday 25th March 2017 - Host Club ???
 State Final to be held on Sat 8th April, 2017
National Final 8th May held at the MD Convention in Hobart
LIONS OPERATION FRIENDSHIP: Lance & Judith Roberts will soon be
representing our District in Norway as guests of Lions there - THEN on their journey
home they will be visiting places to make us envious – Switzerland & Madrid for
example. We all wish you well and hold on to those handrails on stairs Lance.
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Lions Convention
The Lions Australia 2017 National Convention will be held in Hobart, the capital of
Tasmania, Australia’s smallest State (they say the best things come in small packages)
from Friday, 5 May until Monday, 8 May 2017.
Tasmania is like nowhere else on the planet. It’s a place where Tasmanian devils
roam, where paddock-to-plate means heirloom tomatoes were foraged for that
morning and over 1,000 peaks beg to be climbed. In Tasmania, everything’s close.
Cruise a remote South West harbour by day and be sipping local Pinot in our vibrant
capital come nightfall. Expect the “unordinary” in this special part of Australia.
The dates: 5 May to 8 May 2017
The venue: Wrest Point Entertainment and Convention Centre
More info on the Lions Tasmania website – 201t1.lions.org.au/mdconvention2017
“All our dreams can come true if we have the courage to pursue them.”

Harold Mitcham's partner, Anne, is now also
volunteering at Trinder Park Retirement Village,
working with the Occupational Therapists to help
any residents that would like to make a record of
their life's stories. She has prepared a basic
template of headings to suggest some of the items that could be included. The idea is
not to produce something for publication but a record for their own families. Many
of our kids and grandkids have little idea of what we got up to in our earlier days.
The younger generations are too preoccupied with their own and their peers stories to
listen to their grandparents. The side benefit of this is that we troll through our own
memories which keep the brain active, and remember the adage to "use it, or lose it"
I thought this would be a great exercise on my recent round the world cruise as there
were some 60 days at sea. I spent many hours recording various anecdotes of
experiences and happenings in my work and personal life. Meeting with many new
people over breakfast brings up their anecdotes, which would remind me of
something similar of my own to be included in these 'memoirs', so I started a
document of bits to be expanded upon. I have found this exercise to be very
therapeutic and have been amazed at the memories that started to flow back to me.
This was a surprise as I often have difficulty recalling names of places, things and
people at times in every day conversation. I'm far from complete (having not
progressed since returning from the cruise) but have some 140 pages so far! But then
I can prattle on a bit
So I throw out the challenge to our members to embark on a similar exercise and start
recording their own stories. We are a very mixed group, but have all had many weird
and wonderful experiences that our own families may not know about.
We can provide Anne's template to anyone that is interested
Lion Chris Richardson
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OVERHEARD AT A RECENT DINNER MEETING:
•
•

“I’m going to have to sleep on a pile of old magazines. I have back issues!”
“A computer once beat me at chess, but it was no match for me at kick boxing.”

This Australia Day Citizenship Ceremony was no different to the ones we have
held in the past, VERY HOT, but very satisfying, a great buzz of excitement and great
to be a Lion feeling.
This year we had 58 receiving Citizenship made up of 8 Families, 15 children, 43
Individuals from 24 Nations. Along with them came family and friends, the choir, the
official party, residents from Trinder Park Nursing Home and our Lions Club. A total
of just over 170 people.
Our Presider, Jim Chalmers, MP conducted the official part of the ceremony, and
made it very special for all receiving citizenship. The Logan City Council donated
native trees which President Trevor presented to all Conferees along with a small gift
of welcome from our club. The singers sang two Australian Songs throughout the
official part of the ceremony along with the National Anthem.
An Australian Morning Tea then followed, and all who attended were happy to stay
on and enjoy the informal part of the ceremony.
This was a great way to spend three hours on Australia Day. Many Lions were
thanked by those present, for their efforts and the professional way the ceremony was
conducted.
The Department of Immigration and Border Protection (DIBP) representative, who
came from originally from Myanmar, a few years ago, could not believe how friendly
and informal the ceremony was and has reported this back to the department. This is
high praise indeed, and reflects on all members of our club for the time and effort that
they made on the day.
I also wish to thank the club and the partners for helping in the smooth running
of the day from Car Parking to Morning Tea and also members who helped with
preparation work. I hope that we, the members will continue with this ceremony
in the years to come.
Lion Lorraine

(See p12 for photos)

CLUB WEBSITE
Our Club secretary, Lion Chris Richardson, spends a
lot of time maintaining our Club Web Site as well as
our Face book.
Please visit these sites on a regular basis to keep up to
date with Club Activities
www.rochedalespringwood.qld.lions.org.au
http://www.facebook.com/RochedaleSpringwoodLionsClub
We can put a man on the moon. With one jab of the needle we can prevent disease
that in the past killed millions of people. We can create human life in a test tube. Yet
what’s the most talked technical achievement?
A website where friends who are already friends can ask their friends if they can
be friends.
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About the Quest
The Lions Youth of the Year Quest is a project of Lions Clubs International of
Australia and Papua New Guinea.
The Quest is designed to encourage student interest in leadership and the qualities
required to take an active and constructive role in the community. It does this by
selecting an outstanding young person from candidates throughout Australia to travel
overseas and act as an ambassador for Lions Clubs International Multiple District
201. The international travel is conducted under the auspices of Lions Clubs
International.
The Quest seeks a high level of academic, leadership, sporting, public speaking and
citizenship achievement in its potential winners. By emphasising these qualities it
hopes to provide outstanding role models for the youth of Australia and an overall
increase in the confidence of young men and women.
The Quest is an excellent means of assisting Australia's youth and promoting the
essential role of leadership development and community service organisations in
maintaining Australia's high standard of living.
The Quest process
The main activities involved in the running of Lions Youth of the Year Quest include
initial promotion in schools and local communities; judging of candidates; selection
and announcement of the national winner; arrangements for the winner's overseas
travel and attendance at an International Youth Camp and other finalists travel
throughout Australia.
The Quest begins in June/July and culminates with final judging and the
announcement of the winners at the Multiple District Convention, normally held in
May.
Levels of judging
- Club judging
- Zone judging (in some Districts only)
- Regional judging
- District judging
- State finals
- National final: The final judging for the Quest will be held at the Lions Multiple
District Convention next May.
Prizes / Awards
Prizes will be awarded to contestants at all levels throughout the Youth of the Year
Quest. Lions Clubs International of Australia and Papua New Guinea will award all
National finalists, including the National winner and the winner from Papua New
Guinea, an organised group tour to a Lions International Youth Camp in New Zealand
followed by a group tour to the National Winners home state, total of 21 days duration
during the summer holidays. Each state winner will also receive a $500 scholarship to
further advance their studies.
The National winner receives an overseas trip to an International Lions Youth
convention in the United Kingdom or a trip of their choice to the value of $4,000 plus
$1,000 spending money.
The Public Speaking winner receives a trip of their choice to the value of $2,000 plus
$500 spending money.
Page 6

http://www.facebook.com/RochedaleSpringwoodLionsClub

www.rochedalespringwood.qld.lions.org.au

N.O.W.

Certificates of recognition are awarded at all levels of judging for the overall heat
winner and the Public Speaking Section winner.
Will be open to
The Quest year will be the Lions year (1st July to 30th June) and the Quest will be
open to:Youths who are attending or have attended a high school or secondary school or
equivalent standard of school in any other educational establishment, including
correspondence school, in the Lions year in which the National Final is to be
conducted, who are over the age of 15 and under 19 years of age at June 30th, in the
year of the Quest.
Why should you participate?
• It’s character building.
• Develops interview skills.
• Public Speaking Skills – gives you a voice in the community.
• Entering is a rewarding experience.
• State Winners will travel New Zealand & Australia in January 2018.
• Overall and Public Speaking Winners travel overseas.

In Memoriam:
With all the sadness and trauma going on in the world at the moment, it is worth
reflecting on the death of a very important person, which almost went unnoticed last
week. Larry LaPrise, the man who wrote "The Hokey Pokey", died peacefully at age
93. The most traumatic part for his family was getting him into the coffin.
They put his left leg in. And then the trouble started.
This year’s Youth Exchange Program for
participants from District Q1. Travelling to
Europe, USA and New Zealand has now
concluded.
All 5 participants have returned home safely with
many exciting and interesting stories to tell.
Many of these stories have been shared via Face
book over the weeks of their experience, with
great photos attached.
Thank you to those clubs who participated in this
great Youth Program. Perhaps their
experiences will encourage more clubs to
become involved later this year.
Any clubs who require information and details of this program are invited to contact
Lion Lois Mc Henry,
District Q1 Youth Exchange Program.
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WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A LION: Lions are men and women dedicated
to serving those in need, whether in their own community or around the world.
Membership provides an opportunity to meet and work with other individuals in a
sprit of fellowship, striving toward a common goal of helping those in need. Through
their mutual concern of others, members have the opportunity to improve both their
local and world communities and develop valuable personal and professional skills
New members are expected to give freely of their time and energy whenever possible.
They are expected to attend club meetings regularly, be available for committee
assignments, and be knowledgeable about the aims and Purposes of Lions and to
support their club officers.
New Members are the ‘Lifeblood’ of every Club. Many Clubs’
membership numbers are slowly dwindling due to natural causes
such as declining health, the passing of ageing Members, transfers to
other areas, or resignations.
Equally important as lending a hand to club service activities is
participating in the growth of your Lions club. Someone offered you
the privilege of serving your fellow man and it is your
responsibility to share that privilege. Recruiting new members into your club ensures
there will be a continual influx of enthusiastic members to share the load of serving
those in need.

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP:
No Lion may benefit financially from their membership in a Lions Club. There are,
however, many personal rewards from membership in a well managed Lions, Lioness,
or Leo Club.
You become part of a close knit group of like minded citizens who enjoy fellowship
and have opportunities to learn leadership skills, make friends all over the country,
and gain the satisfaction of accomplishing humanitarian assistance to the needy that
could not be achieved as an individual.
Your lapel badge can open many doors when travelling any where in the country.
Fellow Lions family members are willing to assist in times of need or can welcome
you into their homes or to Club meetings when abroad.
Many long-term personal relationships between strangers have started simply because
we share the affinity of our badge of service.
LIONS CHRISTMAS CAKES
With Christmas over, the Lions Clubs Christmas Cakes selling season has finished for
most clubs. Apart, that is, for those continuing during the year to market our Lions
Mini Cakes.
It is a bit disappointing to note that for this 2016/17 year,
Q1 District cakes orders have dropped from 3,890 cartons last year, to only 3,752 this
year. This is a drop of 148 cartons.
As the costs of cakes did not increase, it would be interesting to know why such a
substantial drop in club orders.
Our Club managed to finalise sales at our Christmas Wrapping Stall at Arndale
Shopping Centre, however we continue to sell our $2 mini-cakes.
Lion Maree is meeting up with Lions AFL club re their request for Mini-cakes.
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Club Board of Directors – 2017-2018
There are two very important meetings coming up during April, when
nominations will be called for positions on the Club Board of Directors for 2017
through 2018, followed by the election of those Club Officers.
Our Club Constitution requires that a Nominating Committee be formed which shall
submit the names of candidates for the various Club offices to the Nominations
Meeting. (11th APRIL 2017) Should there be two or more candidates for any club
office, then a ballot is required to be held at the Elections meeting. (25th APRIL
2017)
It is important that all Club members understand the role of this Committee.
Their role is to ensure that there is at least one candidate proposed for each Club
Position. There is no limit as to how many members are nominated for each vacant
position, as, if there is more than one candidate for a position, a secret ballot will be
held on election night for members to decide which of the candidates will fill the
vacant position.
At the Nominations meeting, further nominations may be made from the floor of
the meeting, by a member nominating another member for a position (it does not
matter if the committee has nominated a candidate/s for the same position}. All that
would happen is the ballot becomes a contest between all the members who are
nominated. All other uncontested positions will be declared elected at this meeting.
At the Elections meeting, further nominations from the floor are not permitted.
The business of Elections will only be the ballot or ballots of the contested vacancies.
All club members are asked to give serious consideration to their nomination for any
of the available positions that suits their skills - you would be part of a “Team” and
even if you do not have special or all the skills, you can learn as you go and at the
same time assist the board as a whole, to reach the decision that is in the best interests
of both the Club and the Members.

So, What’s the name of our Nation that’s located in the continent, Australia?
No, it’s not AUSTRALIA.
It is “The Commonwealth of Australia”.

Autobarn BBQs : 25 Feb., 25 March, 22 April, 27 May,
24 June, 22 July
• Lions Awareness Day: 4 March (at Arndale Shopping Centre)
• Club Youth of the Year Judging: 5 March
• Region 3 Final Youth of the Year: Sat. 11 March
Club Nominations & Elections: 11 & 25 April
65th MD201CONVENTION: 5-8 May
At our Dinner Meeting on 9th May we celebrate our 45th Anniversary -10 May
Club Changeover: 27 June
100th Annual Convention in CHICAGO: 30 June – 4 July
ANZI Pacific Forum in BALLARAT: 1-3 September
Club Dinner Meetings – 2nd Tuesdays @ Springwood Tower Bistro
Club Board Meetings – 4th Tuesdays @ Springwood Tower Bistro
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Lions Club of Rochedale Springwood Inc.
www.rochedalespringwood.qld.lions.org.au

February 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2 8.30am Harold
conducts final
Training Session
with Banjo.
TOUCH

3

4

5

Darren, from
Hearing Dogs
Aust. Will visit
Banjo for
assessment.

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14 Lions
Dinner Meeting

15

16

17

18

19

4th Cabinet
Meeting –Robina
Lions

20

21

22

23

24

25 Sausage

26

27

4th Cabinet
Meeting –Robina
Lions

Sizzle at
AUTOBARN
4 March: We set
up stall re Lions
Awareness Day at
ARNDALE

28 Lions Board
Meeting

Important Information:
Saturday 18th :
1.30pm 4th Cabinet Meeting –Robina Lions Merrimac State Primary
Cnr of Gooding Dr and Boowaggon Rd Merrimac
Saturday Night dinner @ Quality Mermaid Hotel $28 (Lonestar) 6.00 -6.30) Cnr
Markeri St & Sunshine Blvd Merrimac.
Sunday 19th :
4th Cabinet Meeting –Robina Lions Merrimac State Primary 8.30 for 9.00am
February is the second month of the year in the Julian and Gregorian calendars. It is the shortest month
and the only month with fewer than 30 days. The month has 28 days in common years and 29 days in leap
years.
In the Southern Hemisphere, February is the seasonal equivalent of August in the Northern Hemisphere.
5th March : Lions Youth of the Year judging @ YURANA

EXPENDITURE APPROVALS:
1. BBQ Trailer sign writing: $1045
2. Pull-up Banner $269.50
3. $1 coin (100th Anniversary) $52.98
4. $150 to Trinder Park Rest Home for use
of their recreation hall for our Australia
Day Citizenship Ceremony
5. Operation Smile $250
6. Samuel Thorne: We are waiting for final
quote.
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DONATIONS
Top Taste donated 400 Lamington Fingers for use at
the Australia Day Morning Tea
Plus
One carton of Red Christmas Cakes
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Left: Here are three hard working members of our
club who have been recognised in this year's Local
Legends Awards by Dr Jim Chalmers MP for the years
of work they have contributed to our community.
Jim Chalmers MP - Member for Rankin said
“Was an absolute privilege spending time today with
so many selfless people in our community and
recognising them as 2017 Local Legends who are
always willing to offer their time, skills, energy and
enthusiasm to help others in our community.”
Barbara –JP & Volunteer Policing
Harold & Chris: Trinder Park
Internet Lounge (10 Years)
Right: Here are the members and
partners setting up with some
Christmas cheer for our annual free
sausage sizzle in support of the
Rosies crew in Logan for their
clients.

Logan City Mayor’s Community Grant of $500 has been made available to our
Club: $90 went on gifts to our new Citizens at their Citizenship Ceremony. The board
is considering how to spend the $400 left; Signage on our BBQ Trailer & new Pull-up
Banner perhaps.
LIONS INSURANCE
Q: Is it necessary for all Projects to be approved at a Board or Dinner Meeting
and recorded in the Club’s Minutes? A: Yes. Until an Activity is approved, it does
not become an Official Club Project and therefore, difficulties may be experienced
should a serious accident take place on the Project.
Q: Accompanying Partners are now insured on the same basis as for Lions Members.
Are our Partners insured under the Lions Personal Accident Policy whilst involved in
any Lions Activity, Meeting or Convention? A: Yes.

At the Club’s Board Meeting it was decided that the club will
support the funding of Better Hearing Australia’s national meeting,
once the amount required is confirmed.
It is intended to request the Christmas wrapping stand at Arndale this
year for the week leading up to Christmas 2017
President Trevor has requested that all members provide dates for this coming twelve
months of proposed projects that they are involved with so that an overall calendar
of events can be drawn up. Secretary Chris presented a proposed list of
selling dates and locations for this years Christmas trailer for discussion.
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Australian citizenship is more than
just a ceremony and forms an important
part of Australia Day celebrations. It
symbolises our unity as a nation. It
represents commitment to Australia and
its people, the values we share and our
common future. It also symbolises the
sense of belonging to the country where
we have been born or where we have
decided to make our home. Australian
citizenship is a shared identity, a
common bond which unites all
Australians while respecting our
diversity. New Australian citizens
Here are just a few of the 58 colourful
new Australian Citizens inducted today
at our Australia Day Citizenship
ceremony with our presider Dr Jim Chalmers MP
Citizenship ceremonies have both personal and legal
dimensions. Citizenship brings with it significant rights and
responsibilities, including the right to vote, stand for public
office, and travel on an Australian passport.
Most
people are required to make the Pledge of Commitment as
the final step in becoming an Australian citizen.
Why was the Rochedale Springwood Lions Club
Citizenship Ceremony such a success? All members took
on tasks from Car Parking attendants to Morning Tea
Preparation. We can not forget those who set up and cleared
up afterwards. HOWEVER none of this wouldn’t have
happened so successfully without the preparation and
amazing effort put in by Lions Lorraine & David
McKenzie. The Southern Cross Singers were brilliant as
usual.

Here the big crowd ready for the
induction ceremony for 58 new
Australians from 24different
countries.
Over by the far wall you might
discern 30 Southern Cross Singers
ready to perform for us.
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